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Irritate An Oyster And
What Do You Get? Pearls!

The Amsoclated Prese
By JOY MILLER

Ever wonder just how good your
peatl necklace is7?

The only swe way, unromantlc
a6 1t sounds, is x-ray.

New processes have made artl-
Helal pearis look almost lke the real
thing. And although probably every-
body cculd tell the difference be-
twee ha $100,000 strand of Orlental
pearls and & dime store simulated
string, some of the in-between vari-
ties are tricky.

Even if you take your necklace
10 a jeweler for a quick appraisal,
you might not find out.

If the jeweler looks down a pearl’s
dril]l hole and sees a mother of pearl
head, vou have only a cultured
pearl. If he can't see anything but
thinks vou have a fine naturzl neck-
lace, you could send it to a labora-
tory that has pearl x-ray machines.

What To Know

You can do a prety good detec-
tve job on your own, however, if
you the kinds of pearls, how man
or the oyster makes them, and what
to look for in a good pearl

Pearls of greatest value are per-
fectly round, with a pinkish cast
end a brilliant flawless skin with-
out cracks, dents, scratches or
blemishes. Size iIs a factor, of course,
although 2 smalil perfect pear] is
eostlier than a large, irreguiar one.

Pearls, the only jewels produced
by animal action, come in several
shapes and shades. Besdes round,
they can be pearshaped, for
pendants; button, for rings; irreg-
1ular, called baroque and used in
various ornaments, and seed, which
are very small pearls.

Product Of Irritation

How does an oysiter produce »
peari?

It is & product of irritation. When
& grain of sand or {iny parasite
accidentally enters the body of an
oyster, the oyster profects himself
. (or herself—some oysters change
sex several times a vear) by deposit-
ng layers of a pearly stbstance
called nacre around the the irritant.
Tha thinner the layers, the more
lustrous the pearl. Pearls produced
In this way are called natural or
Oriental

When man pugs the irritant--us-

uslly & mother of pearl pellet—in-
slde the oyster, the remulting gem
iz called a cultured pear],

‘The third variety has never been
near sn oyster. Artificial or simu-
lated pearls are made from glass
or plastic beads dipped in fish scale
essence and then ' polished. The
newest development is a kind of
plastic bead that remarkably re-
sembles a fine pearl, But itg lghter
weight -will quickly show the dif-
ference,

Wide Price Range

Pricez extend from a low of per-
hap 50 cents for simulated pearls
{0 hundreds of thousands of dollars
for the Orlentals. A good pear] cul-
tured nevkiace can range from $50
to thousands.

Dealers make no bones about the
influx of cultured pearls depressing
the natural pearl market. A good
Oriental necklace can be bought to-
day from $800 to $1,000. A million
dollar necklace before 1929 is now
available for a mere $150,000, If
you're in the high-price market, it'’s
a good Ides to shop around. Prices
vary, sometunes considerably, from
store to store.

As for the cultured variety, =2
price increase up to 20 per cent

typhoons ahd floods in Japan, says
the [mperial Pearl 8ynoicste, inrgest
Importers of cultured pearls in the
United 8Siates. The pearls that
weren't rulned are of poor quality,
and that means good pre-war and
pre-flood pearls will be placed on
the market, but at higher prices.

Favoriic Jewel

The pearl is the American wo-
map’s favorite jewel, but some wom-
en can't, or shouldn't, wear pearls,
Those whose perspiration has more
than normal acidtivity can reduce
thelr pearls to half-size in 10 years.

Other useful things to know:

Pearls are rather soft and scratch
easily. Their hardness 1s from 2%
to 4% on & scale on which the dia-
mongd, the hardest jewel, 15 10.

Never put perfume on them. The
alcohol content iz harmful, Keep
them away from excessive heat;
never get lipstick or fingernail
polish remover on them. Remove
your pearls while having a halrdo
because the chemicals used are
harmful. ’

Most good npatural pearls come
from the Persian Gulf, where for
centuries thousands of men have
depended on pearl diving for s liv-

ng.
Courageous Industry
Although this remarkable gem was
known to ancient man, the culfured
pear] industry as we know it {oday
is only about 40 years old, Ifs story

ig one of ingenuity and ecourage—|

can be expected because of recent | the courage, perhaps appropriately,
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beltig exercised by women.

Barly in the 20th centwy, a
poor Jepaness¢ macaron! peddler
nuned Kokich! Miklimoto perfected,
after years of experimenting, n
proceas concelved by the Chinese
centuries before: Inserting an ir-
ritant directly into the oyster's body
to make it produce a pearl

Now very old and very rich,
Mikimoto still runs his own com-
pany and ds on his head 10
minutes each day to prove hiz vigor.

Use Woman Divers

Japanese pearl farms use woinen
divers because they have greater
lung capacity and can stay under
walter longer. These women, called
Amag, hunt the oyster for small
wages. But it is an honored, glamor-
ous profession, freguently handed
down Irom maother to daughter,

The Ama begins her work at 16
and by her Iate 205 she 15 con-
sidered too old for its dangers.

In searching for the big Ayokl;

oyster, the Ama weais a white cos-
tume and headdress she hopes will
scare away sharks. Cartving only
2 knife that is both tool and weapon,
the Ama dives through the .murky
water as far down as 50 feet, finds
a group of Ayoki, snatches one be-
fore they all burrow to safety and
gulckly surfaces.
Many Dangers

In the underseas world lurk the
glant clam, octupus, the sea star
bristling with hundreds of poison-
ous spines, the hungry shark. The
Amsa risks her hife with each

descent, and sometimes loses fit.

After the oyster has been de-
livered to the fishing Loal, he
taken to an operatihg room at the
pearl farm, scrubbed to reduce the
danger of infection and glven an
anesthetic, Then his shell {5 epsed
open, a short inclsion made with a
scalpel and a mother of pearl pellet
Is inserted.

The oyster Is closed, placed in »
wire cage wlth other oysters and
lowered into a quite lagoon to bulld
layers of pearl around the frritant
;Ior from three to eight years. Sev-
,eral times a year he is hauled up to
| see if he Is healthy ‘or needs a diet
" change.

The anesthetic, a recent develop-
|ment. has reduced the mortalily rate
amoeng innoculated oysters from 60
to 10 per cent.

After the oysters are removed
from the sea for the last time, they
are opened and the pearls are care-
fully removed from the pear! sac.
The gems are then sorted for color,
size, perfection and brilliance,

Cheaper grades of cultured pearls
result from larger irritants and less
time 1 the ocean. You can see how
a Jeweler could easily tell a cheap
cultured pearl by locking down the
drill hole: the large mother of pearl
bead would be covered by only thin
veneer of pearl.

Although foszsil giraffes are
found 1mm Europe and India, the
wild Living amimals are now found

only in Africa, south of the Sahara,
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