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Wondrous $1,000,000 Neck-
lace, for Which the World’s
V¥ealthiest Gem-Lovers
Competed, to Be Possessed
and Worn by an American
Lady, Who May Mecet One
or Two Rival Displays of
>~ Pearls of Great Price.
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MM. Leonart and LinzeléT, French official experts, examining
the famous Thiers necklace, bequeathed to the Louvre in 1881 by
the widow of the first President of the French Republic,
and recently sold at auction for 11,286,000 francs (nearly
$700.000) for the benefit of that institution,

By Karl K. Kitchen.

HO will wear the famous Thiers pearls? i
W Now ihat the marveleus necklace for many years one of the

Mme. Thiers’s necklace,
composed of 1445 per-
fectly matched rose.
colored Oriental pearls,
three of which weigh 51,
3% and 36 grains, re-
spectively,

erealest treasures of the l.oavre is on its way to Ameriea to find
a purchaser, this guestion is uppermost in the minds of the owners
of rcostly necklaces. For the rivalry among pearl eollectors
transcends the comprehension of the average person, N
The Thiers pearls were purchased at public auetion in Paris recently by
8 well known Jewelry firm of New York. The price paid was nearly $700,000,
and as jewelers are not in business for their health, to say pothing of the
28 per cent. duty that will have to be paid to bring the necklace into America,
it is not unlikely that their prospective purchaser will have to part with &
cool million to get possession—although the temperature eof the money
doesn't make any difference.
Who in America is likely to spend $1,000,000 for

2 necklace? R
It must be zdmitted that there are not many, even Ve
- m Py w .
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Aming Lur oupor millonsieon, T
themselves in soch a luxury. However, it must be re-
membered that a rare pear]l necklace, such as this Thiers
assemhblage, is often a very profitable investment.

When this necklace was begueathed to the Louvre in
3881 by the widow of the first President of the French
Nepublic, it was appraised at less than $G0,000. Even-

. in 1905 it was priced at only $100,000. Yet last montih
it sold for nearly $700,000!

What are the reasons for this enormous increase in
pearl values?

According to Dr. George F. Kunz, author of “The
Bock of the Pearl,” and one of the greatest gem experts
in the world, the ehange in fashion in jewels and the vast
inerezze of wealth in the last thirty years are the prin-
cipal reasons. In recent years pearls have taken the
highest rank among jewels, becanze they can be worn at
all times, while diamonds and eolored stones can only be
worn at night. But more important than this is the faet
that extended markeis and the increased wealth of the

one who is already Lhe owner of beautiful pesrls. For their 1
matchless beauly can only be appreciated by those who love !
pearls and know something about them. Consequently their |
possible purchasers are pretty well known to the jewelers,
Mrs. Q. H. P. Belmant, for instance, is the owner of a
wonderful pearl necklace which was once worn by Marie
Antoinette. Mrs. Cornelius Vanderbilt, the elder, and Krs,
Wililam K. Vanderbilt jr.,. both have pearl necklaces which
rost fortunes in the days when a quarter of a million was
more than a million to-day. Mrs. Wiiliam A, Clark, wife of
the former Senalor from Montuna, has one of the most valu-

world have developed tenfold the demand for pearls,

Gem experts are empbatic in stating
that the present high prices aré not due to
the alleged fact that fewer pearls ars
fourd te-day than in former years.

Filty years ago, when Mme. Thiers was
eollecting the pearls for her necklace, few
Europeans cared greatly for pearls, In
Tact, her enthusiasm in that direction was
regarded as odd. But in the last twenty
vears such necklaces have beeome fashion-
able to the extent of what might be called
a craze. And as this necklace conaists of
145 large, round and astonishingly roge-
colored pearls, $£1,000,000 may not be such
g fancy price for it.

As the necklace eonsists of three
strands, it is in reality thres neckluices
and may be =old to three different pur-
chasers—in which ctase there would no
longer he anyithing particularly remark-
able zbout it. PBut in ils present state it
ranks with the four or five finest pegy]
necklaces ever brought to this country,

It was only a few months ago that
Prince Felix Youssoupoff, slayer of the
Russian monk Rasputin, disposed of his
famious neckliace of black pearls to Mrs.
Peter Goelet Gerry, wife of the Senator
from Rhode lsland, for $400,000. Judpe
. H. Gary of the United States Steel Cor-

alble pearl necklaces in New York., And
the collection of pearls owned by the lule
Mrs. George J. Gould is still intact.

The Thiers nceklace was uot entirely
collected by Mme. Thiers. Nearly a third
of the 145 pearls wos added by Miie.
Dosne, Mme. Thicrs's sister, tn whom she
teft her fortune when she «ied in 1880,
Mlle. Dosne renounced the inheritance the
following year, and the neckluce has heen
in the Louvre sver since.

Back in 1837 the Ministry of Pine Arts
in France decided that the Louvre could
ge!! such of ils treasures as did not pos-
sess any educational vilue; and as funda
were needed for tlie institution, as well ns
for the Thiers Foundation, which assista
vounyg professors, and the Dosne House of
Refugre, the Government decided to offer
at auction this famous necklace.

Twenty vears age this necklace would
rot even have been offered cutzide Iurope,
but to-day royaity is not bidding in the
market. Awnd while the majority of elab-
orate peay! decorations are still in London
and Paris, the prospecls for selling a mil-
lion-dollar necklace in New York are much
greater than anywhere else in the worlil
Even the wealthy native Princes of India,
who possess some of the world’s most

beautiful pearls, can no longer afford to add to
their collections,

Who knows but. that on the occasion of tha
opening of the season at the Metropolitan Opera
House next November this marvelous Thiers neck-
lace will be on view in the glittering “horseshoe 77
It is too wonderful te remain long in Cartier's .
strong box. Too many wives of multi-millionaires ;
love to wear pearis. .

After all, 8 millian invested in suck a necklace
1s much safer than in many of the securities sold
in Wall Street.  And it must not be forgotten that
the Thiers necklace hay ather values-—plamorons
vilues of sentiment and soeial prestipe—as well, When it is first wérn in
public it will make all the other owners of pearl necklacea gangrenous with
envy. Yor there ave few to compare with )i en Lhis side of the Allantie

Martha Hedman, Amer-
jean actress, puts on the
£1,000,000 necklace,
demonstrating that
“eostly pearls en pretty
girls never Jose their
f:"‘ lustre.”—Posed specially
; for The World Magazine

; at a Tifth Avenue
& jeweler’s salon.

poration is saild to have paid $500,000 for
z five-sirand pear! necklace for Mrs. Gary maore
than a dozen years ago, to which he subsequently
added a sixth sirand at a reported cost of $100,000.
There are a score of pear! pecklaces jn New York
worth anywhere from $100,000 to $500,000, snd at

Jeast two or three that are worth even more than % . f’

the Thiers pearls. Consequently the faet that it will
take a million to buy this neeklace from the Lonvre
iz not s formidable as it appears at first glance.
Edward T. Stoteshury, the Philadelphia financier,
paid more than half a million for a pearl necklase
for his wife just hefore the World War—and half i
p million in 1914 meant more than & millien to-day, considering ihe depre-
ciation in the purchasing power of the dallar. .
It is more than probable that the Thiers necklace will be bought by soma
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§ FOUR YEARS TO PAY FOR #
PIANOS — LOW EXPENSE — &
LOW. PRICES. | ¥
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? Bay City Carpet Cleaning Co.

"} i.J. Swausen, Mannger .

Cleaning. TRenovating. Altering,
Sewing, Binding and Sizing.
First Clamm Work Guaranteed.
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Parisian Laundry Co.
. __P. LABARTHE, Prop. ;
.OUR *WORK THE BEST
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L High-elars work end best matertals are b . i

comblord Jn gvery Job,  Let va serve ¥oU.




