Amerlcan Gir

NFW YORK (UPL) — The Jap-
anese rmodeling business iz boom-
ing, but one beauty from Tokyo
says her colleagues are not .match
for American girls as clu:hea-
horses.

“Oune legs Just can't compare
with American legs,” sald Kimiko
Kalayama, “Yours are longer,
slimmer. I think it is because we
do’ o huch kneeling on tatami
{the matted Floor covering in
most Japanese homes).

“Parishan models, except for
their fzcial features, look more
like us somehow," contimeed Kim-
jko. "I have had a chance to

vo.'

Miss hatayamu 1_; a’ skm, sloe-
eyed bezuty with olive skin, spre-
tacularly white teeth, and black
hair reaching well below her walsl
but usually weorn sleeked hack
From her face amd wound inlo a
cirelet at the crown.

For the record, she is an exs
cepiion o her own observation
on Japanese girls' legs. Perhaps
her height helps, for she is sev-
eral inches taller than the aver-
age Japancse girl,

Miss Katayama 11 [five feet,
seven inches barefoot, Most Jap-

waick them when the Paris fash-
jon houses brought shows to Tok-

anese girls, she said, are five feet
one or lwo inches.
“When T was growing up, T

was 50 much ialler thar my
friecidds 1 got whal you call eom-
plexes,””  smiled  the  Oriental
Lzauty, “'Now I find my height is
an asset. 1 can model western
clotites as well as kimona."”

Miss Katayama, 28, is on a six-
monlh visit io the United States
to help promote cwtured pearls,
production of which Japanese and
South Seas industry. Her sponsors
are the imperial pear]l syndicate,
the world’s largest sellers of the
citltured ger. )

Kimiko will make relaii store
appearances wilh 4 jewelry conl-
lection which includes a necklace

or rather, the makings of a neck-
lace—valued at §$1RHLO00. It con-
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sists of 41 lurye, perfectly match-
ed Burmese pearls, still not dvll.
led for stringing.

The' mode] explained that Jap-
anese women traditionally do’ not
wear necklaces with kiméono, but
she pul one on for the benefit of
the UPL photographer.

“The kimono is coming back alt
over Japan," she said., "lmmedi-
alely after Wonld War II, all the
younger women started wearing
western clothes, I like sweaters
and slacks st home too. But I
wear kimono when T want to dress
up.”

“I think we lsok best in a
kimono," she said. "And our
\women are realizing that it is one
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tradition Lypleally ours.”

Miss Hatoyama owns 60 kim-
ono's and hes practiced “the -act
of tying an obi so that she can
complete ane In 15 micules, 5t
used to. tuké her close lo two
hours to wind the 15 [eet of wide
sash.

“Some obls come now  with
falsies,” she said, “to pad out the
back without so much folding.™

Misz Katayama was born in a
shall tewn named for her family
und localed neur Kyaole, the an-
cient capital of Japan. Told by
frierels that she should become a

model, she enroiled at a modeling -
seniool at Kobe, near Kyoto, ‘She
worked 88 @ mannequin in a
niillinery shop In Kyolu at the
sane iime.

Then a Tokyo fur shop  owned
Mred her and It wasn't long b
foré Miss Katayama nuwd become
one of Japan's leading models. -

“WWo have a Jot of models now,”
she said, "Fven 14 and '15-yesr
old school girls hurry to Tokyo o
learn. A model wili be pald from
$25 to $55 for a fashion show.:,
good pay for us, but not’ near]v
as much as your Suzy Parier iz
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paid.”
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