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OTHING could lllustram het.{,er

N the surprisingly topsy-furvy con-

dition of China than tKe whole- -

eale pillaging of the "Tombs of thc

East,” the burial places of meny of the

Chinese Emperars and Empresses, ncar
Pekin. : .

The finishing touch is gwen to th1s

episode by Lthe fact thal one of: the
tombs plundered was_that of the Dow-
ager Empress Tze-Shi,
calledd Tsi-An, the skrong woman wha

ruled China ah’solu[’.ely for many years

down ko 1908, and who was in thc_
habit of intlicting a lingering death on

. gnyhoedy who showed the least disve-

speek ta her.  What would she have
done to 2 wizacd who Loretold that in
a few yecars her tomd would be pil-
laged?

Ta realize how much ideas have

changed in some Chinese minds it is

N

_necessary  to

‘had as descerating an altar.
second place all Chinamen worshiped

remember two  things.
In the first place the Emperors were,
until reeently, vegarded -as divine and
any disrespect b them was just as
In the

their ancestors and would suffer star-
vation rather than see an ancestor's
grave even neglected, not to say plun-
dered,

The lahovs of many Chincse artists
were [ormerly deveted to depicting the
tortures suffered by those who of-
fended in lhe slightest way against
the Emperor.
Green Cloud Temnple at Pi Yun Ssu
are roverced with green plaster clouds

“in the hollews of which are set groups

of small figures suflering the i'dte of
the sinner mn after life.

Here men are bheing stretehed oul
el sawed in bwo while still alive; meén
are hurled down preeipices .-md m-
paled on the vocks below, Near by,
prinning devils with pitchforks hoke
dawn those who try to escape from
the grcat vals of ail in whieh they
are boiling.

Some have losi their heads
are represcnted  as - climbing forever
up steep mountains, cach one dragging
slong his pwn head by the hair. All
were piinishad for some offence against
the Son of Heaven.

These offences: were often of a
very trivial or [ictitious character, not
to he compared in any way with the
condinet of these whe have hlown up

- the tomhs of several Sons ol Heavcn

and their mothors and stelen tholr con-
tents,  According to the old Chinese
theoxy, the longer agp an ancestor
lived, the more wicked it became to
shnw disrespect £o hiz memary,

Even mnow millions, perhaps, of
Chinamen arc burning with indigna-
tion at the desecralion af the imperial
inmbs. The GChinese "nowspaners ro-

ort that the- offe:jlce was commilted

y officers of "a ‘certain army," mo
doubk the victovioug Nationalist Army.
General Tan Sung-ling, conimander of
a division of the atmy; and twe nthela,
ware arvested for being ringleaders in
the putrage.

seould

~ higher
sometinias

The inner walls of the -

They

A Ramarkable ‘Ancient Chme:\e Bust and- Terra-Cotta Fxgurc, of Which
Even' More Exqulalte _Ezamples Were in the Tombhs of the Dowager.
nd Were Destroyed hy l..o-ntmg Soldicra,

1

L,Genera] Tan *-
o_n_fg_a;.fmd that
he gold seyeral
pearls  to the

- keeper .- of va
curio “.store in, -
- Pékin, Most of
the: loot was
" kept until they
et oo
priec .
forit. Itformed
part -of the
wvast wealth of
Jjewelry pos- -
sessed by the
Dowager Em-
piress akid buricd
-with her at her

. fumeral” .“cere- - -
monics that
last € 'd  many
days.

Atlo'ﬁtql\ty-
five pounds of
“pearls of the
finest lustre
were' looled, ac-
covding to a rve-
port by' the
Pekin Chamber -
of Commerce.
0Of these only
173 have been
recovered from
eurio merchanls
~and jowelers.
. The lowest
- estimate of the
value of the
loot is 317,000, .
000, and from- . S.
this it runs up
te 830,000,000.
Cnnspmuous

“among SR Tze.Shi,.as It Was Beforc

+ the two ‘ade the Destruction, and
melops” boried Be-”ldellt One of Its
hr:ethe B’i‘]‘&f;gﬂf_ . Dynamlt'ed Sections. )
Empress. They :

were about the size of Lhe a\re.rage can-
taloupe and made of. the fingsb apple-
green jado.” - 'They were ‘relly. en-
crusted with diamonds and emeralds of
great size, and were perhaps the most
valuqble jewels in the whale world,
It ia curious to learn that the tombs
were looted twiee.. - When the [Grst
looting becamc knnwn a person namer
Sung wenk out and. fuiscly represcntad
himself as appointed by the Nationalist
Government to, investigate the crime.
He earrvied off muny of the treasures
‘left by the first-robbers, including 242
brenze idels and ten fine picture scrolls

from the Lrush of, the Emperor Chicn-

Lung himse!f.
0

Pekin-“are reported by . the Pekin
Standard to be, shocked at the outrage.
A -delegation of Manchu
headed by Prince Lun and Pao Hi Hsi,
ealled on the Nationalist -commandcr
of Pckin and ledged a protest.

They mald that not only were thc

. imperial tombs [voted, but the remains

The Beautiful Tomb of
.the Dowager Empress

d-fnshioncd ‘Manthu ‘résidents uf:

leaders, .

_desecration of the animals was o

and Dynamlted Prlceless Treasures Stolen and Her
| Sacred Corpse Kicked Around

and Desecrated

and the pillage was carried out an a
great scale by men having the equip-
ment of medern armies. The Em-
press’s tomb was nearlf¥ blown to
piceds by high explosives Lo [ind the
chamber  containing
the jewels, =

Altogether the
tombs of twelve Em-
perovs and thirly-six
Empresses were parl-
ly blown wup and
plundered,

When the Empress
was buried her hody
was atténded by a
mile-long  procession
of over three thou-
sand paper figures
which were afterwarid
burnt, in order that
Her . MnJcsL_v might
find in the next world
a retinue suited o her
position in this warld.
. The pguards were
in purple uniforms
and  Ltheir accoutre-
ments, -though of
bambeo, .paper and
thin Ieather. wore
complete in every de-
tail, Two  military
bands followed, every
one of whom could
have stood as a model
in a museun of Chin-
ese military uniforms.

of the Empererz and I?.mprcsscs Were
desecratoil.  This Lhcy dcacnhcd as
"an appalling offense.’”

An ontinous gigh of the dlareﬁpect
for the tombs of the Emperors was
veparted several menths age. On the
way to the tombs arc long avenues of
eolossal animal statues — eamels, ele-
phants, lions, cte.—in white marble.
Some of the radical Chinese began to
plastev these statues with advertise-
ments of neow maving pzctmcs and
now novellics,

In carlier years these statues shared

in the sacrodness of the townbs,- The

a slep
on the way Lo the violation of the
tombs.

The tumhs welre as large as palaces

@ 1228, br A=erlian Weekly, Ire

‘Court offieials came
next rdressed in yel-
]ow sitk postumes. Mounted on while
horzes these men escorted a yellow sitk
palanquin coniaining tablets describing
the wirlues of tho Tmpress.
. Then earte 3 marvelous mopdel in
papier-mache  with yellow silk uphol-
stery of the bmpre=ss own palanquin,
An immense procession for ihe. pur-
pose of homoting the dead Empress
was also forméd on the river. Palaces,
tombs, pazacdas, palandguins, gilded
lions, devils, draguns and other . fip-.
ures, all miade of bamboo and paper,
were placed on immensé boats which
paraded the stream. -7
AN these conafructions cost upward
of $500,000. They were burned when
the Fmpress was actually buricd with
the expectalion that their spirits would

. Gral Mltaln-Bigkla Besarved.

R

‘A Rare Photograph -of the Old Empress
Dowager, With Two of Her Pretty
: Ladies-in-Waiting.

-in a walled park,

less

‘ [Pholn

o oup it the air te
receive Hor Majesty
on her arrival in-
the other world,
v The “Tombs
the Kast” are situ-
ated ab Hsi Ling,
near Pckin,  The
Lombs are enelored

of

100 miles in lenpglh.
The country within
is wild and abaunds
WL pgaine. At une
enrl it rises to a
Infty range af
nounfains. .
Hitherte these
tombs have been re-
gardad as sacred by
the republicans and
revolutionists  wha
have slruggled for
maslery in China in
vecent yeava. A
member of the
former imporial .
family is ahways |
residenee in the
park to scc thalb the
lombs are treated
with proper rospect.
He was there
when the recent out-
rage happened, but
it never acewrred te
him that anybody
wauld dare Lo cam-
mit such an.infams

-All That ls Left of One of the Magnifi-
cent and Treasure Filled Shrines Among
the “Eastern Tombs”. of China, [ts Price-
Contents Stolen and
Woods Burned by the Looters for Fuel.
vy I

Iyom

Another Rare and
Exquisite Tomb Carving
Like Those Stolen by the
Hundreds From the
Desecrated Tombs of the

=
e

lts Carved

& ("Nawa Rorel™) Wong,
Man [n Chinag)

M-G-dL Caumern

single  Blocks
marbloe.”

The ~tomb of the Imperor Chien
Lungm, the artist Bwmperor, is the most
heautifal of all these buildings. [t is
i mazterpiece, of marble, goll, jade

and nther heautiful

waterials, with fan-
tastically carvod moI
lines.

The mausoleuwm of

7 “the Empress Dow-
apger, Thowever, ox-
ceeds  all others in
splendor and  cosllis
oLy

An American ray-
eler who bhad an op-.
pottunity te visit the
towbs of the Lmper-
~ars vecently gives a
glimpze of the treas-
ures contained in one
af them:

“Tt  contains  per-
tgnal rtelics of the
Manchu Emperors, a
great accumalation
of jeweled arms, an-
cient bronze mirvors,
jewels and preeious
stones, crystal, en-
amel, bronzes, mwul
more than ten thou-

- sand paintings of the

Ming and early Ching

dynasby.

They seeim to have

. Lhe strongest fecling

. {or the woncy value

of these treasures
and relics, and give
one  plain Bgores
when they produce
the great seals of

Kienlung—a pair of

salill pold eubes four

of fine white

inclles syoare, wilh
crauching, dragon-
like tortoises  ruan
thurongh with imperial
vellow  cords, the
characters of the ini-
perial cipher cut
sharp and clear-
“They  show one
the imperiad yellow

satin robes of Iien-
Iung, embroidered
wilh the finest gold

*hread. the dragons
worked in soed
pearls; his .overcoat

of plun-colored satin,
with more gald Fhread
andl seed-peavl drag-
ons; Wis Mogul hels
ment of biark lac-
aquer encrusted with
gold. sel wilh peavls
anel vubies; his fdia-
mend - hilted  {ndian
dagpgers and his jade-

ous nct. landled swords. .
;‘hc approach to Empresses. “Best of all is his

the tomhs through rosary, or  official.

the avenue of sacred amd maore or necklace, of 107 half-inch pearls, The

leas mythical animals produces a feel-
ing of awe or at least sirangoncss in
a normal person.

Describing the avenue of these mon-
tera on Lhe way to the tomhs of the
Ming Fmperora one \\ho \'mt.cd them
says!

‘“These - monohths -ATe gruuped in

{ours, and consist of lions, unicorns,

elephants, camels, horaes, military
mandarins, eivil mandarins and priests.

“The sialues impress one by their
great size—one of the elephants is
some thirteen fcet in helght and four-
teer in lenzth—and again on account
of the material used, for all are carved

Sdewdrops’

four regenl beads of this resary are
lapis lazuli, the endant  ‘discinle
strings’ are coral, with large sapphire
at their ends. The Teli-
quary, or central medallion, has one
huge, burning ruby in a eircle of
creamy buttan peartls, and a last and .
largest pear-shaped pearl hangs from
that cord.” '
It is startling Lo lmagme What ‘will
happen if the Smillions of Chira lose
21l their- veverence for the dead and
hegin (ooling the tombs of their an-
cestors on a preat scale. Tar 1more
wealth s believed to Do buried in{
China than in eny other ~ conniry.
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